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Friends of American Old Time Music and Dance 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
held at Queen Elizabeth’s High School, Gainsborough on Sunday 12th February 2023 at 10 am 

 

Committee present: 
Chairman               – Alan Pridgeon Dance Representative – Sara Rose 
Treasurer               – Bridget Stutt Webmaster                   – Tim Mason 
Secretary                – Sue Rooke  
Festival Organiser – Tim Rooke Minutes taken by Sue Rooke 

Apologies: Steve Wise         – Magazine Editor 
  Judy Spindler     – Deputy Editor 
  Nick Pimbert     – Workshops Organiser   
 

Members present:  Maureen Pridgeon, Diane Carr, Jimmy Carr, Sibs Riesen, Bob Chase, Jo Wright, David Handley, 
Ray Banks, Joan Abbott, Simon Morgan, Paul Sheridan, Clare Sheridan, Alan Green, Stu Weetman, Fran Weetman, 
Michi Mathias, Tony Mear, Andrew Cocks, Judy Roberts, Ozzie Jewell, Phil Rose, Martin Roberts, Kevin Taylor,  
Shaun Beggs, Sally Carney, Tony Cowell, Rob Gillan, Jane Lewis, Gen Oberon, Phil Chubb, Chris Aggs, Patrice Aggs, 
Hugh Connor, Robert Almond, Philip Longden, Stacey Almond, Sid Hibbert, Matt Ord, Dave Young. 
 

1. Minutes of last Meeting - Last year’s minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the previous AGM 
held on Sunday 13th Feb 2022.     
 

2. Matters arising – Due to the festival being cancelled at the last minute in 2022, Tim Rooke confirmed that 
the school had held over the deposit to secure this year’s festival and there were no losses involved.  On the 
website the list of dance teams had been updated by Paul Bennett.  
 

3. Committee Members’ Reports 
 

Bridget Stutt - Treasurer’s Report 
Bridget produced copies of the FOAOTMAD Accounts, which were distributed to those present.  These had been 
reviewed and signed off by an independent specialist.  The accounts showed the balance sheet as of 31st December 
2022.  The accounts showed a surplus over the year of £4,910.  This included £3,508 in sponsorship and donations.  
We had received £2,500 from Acme to support UK bands, and also received £1,000 from Kicking Alice, the 
Appalachian dance team that has closed.  They wished this to be spent to encourage dance and it is still under 
discussion as to the best way to use it.  FOAOTMAD is in a strong position with enough funds to enable us to run 
the festival, workshops, and camps.  The balance at the end of the year showed a sum of £29,954 in the bank.   
She ran over some of the costs incurred during the year at the camps and workshops.  She would investigate 
getting a better rate of interest in the accounts. 
 

Tim Rooke – Gainsborough Festival Organizer 
Tim reported that this year the staff at the school were all new in their jobs and it had been more tricky and 
stressful setting everything up, but he felt that it had gone well so far.  They had tried their best to sort out any 
problems and now they know what to expect he hoped that next year would be easier.  He had already confirmed 
dates with the school for 2024.   
 

There seemed to be a lot of new faces and some youngsters this year at the festival.  The number of tickets sold 
was slightly lower than usual and he thought that the festival would make a loss, but with the funds we have 
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available it would not be too much of a problem.   He reported that 50 of the tickets sold were non-members and 
they will receive a year’s membership in their ticket price.   
 

Clare Sheridan reported that she was disappointed that the dance act was not on the programme until Sunday 
afternoon when she thought many people would have gone home, and she felt that dance was being sidelined.   
Tim said that it is difficult to programme everything to everyone’s satisfaction, but the point was noted.   
 

The lottery grant of £1,000 that we received last year helped to pay for rent of the chairs in the hall. 
Feedback forms had been put out for all to make comments and suggestions. 
 

Sara Rose – Dance Representative 
Sara reported that she had not been able to contribute much this year.  She would like the committee to have 
more face-to-face meetings, partly due to her hearing difficulties, but also she feels it would be more constructive 
and creative.  She said that she had found it difficult to get dance teams interested in the festival or FOAOTMAD.  
She thought we should see the dance side of the festival differently and use it as a point of social contact for all.  
The square dance on Saturday afternoon was well received.  Sibs Reisen thought we should try to get professional 
dancers from the US.  She would let Tim have some names.  Joan Abbot asked if the dancers could dance on the 
side of the stage where there was fewer visual obstructions and/or was it possible to have a raised dance platform 
on the stage for the dancers, in order for the audience to be able to see their feet.  The question was raised about 
how FOAOTMAD could attract younger dancers and musicians.  There were still ongoing discussions on how the 
donation from Kicking Alice would be spent, but Alan confirmed it would be spent on the promotion of dance. 
 

Sara reported that the November dance workshop weekend group, although quite small in numbers was 
successful and included a young person.   
 

Judy Spindler / Steve Wise – Deputy Editor and Editor, Old Time News 
Neither Steve Wise (Editor) nor Judy Spindler (Deputy Editor) was able to attend the AGM, but Judy sent the 
following message:  
 
“Because of continuing health problems, I’m not able to be here this weekend and I’ve asked for this to be read 
out at the AGM.   
 

I want to publicly express my thanks to Dave Proctor for stepping in to help produce the magazine.  I know he 
spent his working life in the print industry although not on the production of artwork side.  I spoke to him at 
summer camp, and he agreed to help out if necessary, and I did in fact need him to do the winter issue.   
Our two systems are incompatible – I work on a Mac using Adobe InDesign and he used a PC with Microsoft 
Publisher, so he had to set up the magazine from scratch following the existing house style as closely as possible.  
He did a wonderful job, and Steve and I are extremely grateful.   
 

Since then, Dave and I have discussed ways in which we could split the workload if necessary.  We think it is 
possible so the next issue might be done jointly, and we hope there won’t be any noticeable differences. 
A printed magazine is an important feature of this club, and the editorial team will do everything possible to make 
sure it continues in the current state.” 
 

The chairman reported again gave big thanks to Dave for the great job he did under the circumstances. 
 

Membership Report 
Currently we have 406 members. 
Following the sad death in December 2022 of Eve Morris, the Membership Secretary, the Chairman gave special 
thanks to Jo Wright for stepping in to assist Eve and FOAOTMAD over the past year and for subsequently helping 
to collect and transfer the substantial documentation to him.  There was a lot of old documentation that had to 
be destroyed, but also some old programmes and posters etc., that would be kept and archived.  Dave Proctor 
was constructing an archive of the history of FOAOTMAD.   
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Tim Mason – Webmaster 
Tim reported that the website was now 4 years old and was still working fine.  It attracts approximately 200 visits 
a week.  He had constructed a separate site for the Gainsborough Festival, which was regularly updated with 
information.  This would be closed down after the festival.  He gave thanks to Paul Bennett for his work in updating 
the Sessions page and map.  The membership pages will be updated for the new system.  
 

Alan Pridgeon – Chairman’s Report 
Alan reported that since we became a Company Limited by Guarantee nearly 2 years ago there was slightly more 
admin to carry out each year, but other than that nothing much had changed. 
 

The spring and summer camps were well attended, and Croft Farm had already been secured for 2023.  This year 
there were still some members who were not happy with Croft Farm as a location.  It was decided to put a 
questionnaire on the website.  This appeared on the website for 4-6 wks.  The result showed 22 would never go, 
11 wanted to stay, and 22 would stay or consider another.  East or West Midlands was the most favoured location.  
Requirements were a campfire, marquee or wet weather area, café bar, shop.  23% wanted electric hook up.  Alan 
had been looking around and had approached the old site at Sacrewell.  The result was that the old field is now 
partly a child’s playground and if we wanted to go there we would have to book the whole field.  Rob Gillan 
suggested we could talk to Crossover who had moved to a site in Nottingham, and he would like to see a more 
central location.  Ozzie Jewell said he had also done some investigations and approached about 30 campsites, but 
only 3 of those were a possibility.  It was difficult to find a site that was prepared to take on a Music Festival and 
had all we wanted.  Andrew Cocks suggested we talk to Didmarton and Bob Chase suggested motorcycle clubs.  
Alan suggested we continue to look around and if anyoneTH can find a suitable alternative to Croft Farm then it 
would be considered. 
 

4.  Retirement of present committee members 
At this point the current committee members were retired. 
 

5. Re-election of Committee 
All current committee members had agreed to remain and were re-elected.  This was proposed by Ray Banks and 
seconded by Gen Oberon.  There is still a vacancy for the Spring and Summer Camp Organiser. 
 

6.  Any other Business 
Alan said he would be taking over the membership system and was looking into upgrading the outdated system 
to a more efficient online one.    The system he had identified to be the most suitable is called MemberMojo.  This 
is totally secure and will do the job automatically once everyone’s details are entered onto it.  It will also allow 
other members of the committee to update it and allow members to change their own personal details using their 
email address.  This will be a more streamlined system and whilst it may not be as friendly as the system Eve ran, 
will be substantially less costly and time consuming to run.  It was decided that it was not necessary to issue 
Membership cards anymore.  Once the new system is running, Maureen has volunteered to take over the role 
initially.  It was proposed by Clare Sheridan and seconded by Diane Carr that she be voted onto the committee as 
Membership Secretary.  Clare Sheridan said she thought we should all pay tribute to Eve, and everyone concurred 
with this.  A charity box was put on the festival Reception for collections to her favourite charities, the Donkey 
Sanctuary, and the Cats Protection League. 
 

At Croft Farm Spring Camp in May this year there would be a concert in celebration of Eve’s life.  This was being 
arranged by her friends and family and would include many of the bands that Eve played for. 
 

There was no other business and the meeting closed at approximately 11.30am. 


